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Under the tide of rapidly-changing information technology and global economic 
integration, the internationalization of higher education is an inevitable trend in the 
development of higher education. It is not only to meet the needs of economy, culture, 
politics and society, but also to achieve the cross-cultural, cross-border and 
cross-ethnic integration. Therefore, the internationalization of higher education is the 
pusher and respondent of globalization. At present, domestic and foreign research on 
the higher education in Macao is relatively scarce. Most scholars focus on the study of 
the internationalization of higher education around the developed countries, few 
people study the internationalization of Macao's higher education. Macao is an 
important base for Chinese and Western cultures and a multi-cultural society. Study of 
the internationalization of Macao's higher education is not only beneficial for 
broadening research of internationalization of higher education in China, but also 
could realize the healthy and orderly development of higher education. This paper 
used the literature research, case study and comparative research method. First of all, 
it analyzed the history and current situation of internationalization of higher education 
in Macao, and then conducted a micro-level investigation of the Macao University 
and the Macao University of Science and Technology through interviewing with 
teachers and questionnaires to find the commonality and difference between them. 
In terms of the developing process of the internationalization of higher education 
in Macao, it could be traced back to the first western university founded by 
missionaries in the Far East, which was a bridge between Chinese and Western 
cultures. It can be divided into three periods, including missionary schools, schools 














transplanted the education model of the medieval universities while East Asian 
University attained that from British universities. However, they were only the 
geographic transfer of the sponsors’ willingness, without contributing to Macau talent 
cultivation. 
From the analysis of the status quo of the internationalization of higher education 
in Macao, the modern higher education in Macao has undergone tremendous changes, 
but blindly pursues the increase in quantity while ignored the promotion of quality. 
Therefore, Macao's higher education is an extensive development, rather than an 
intensive development. This paper analyzed the status quo of the internationalization 
of higher education in Macao from four dimensions, namely, internationalization of 
student mobility, internationalization of teaching staff, internationalization of 
curriculum and internationalization of scientific research. It applied SWOT analysis 
model to analyze the advantages, disadvantages, opportunities and threats of 
internationalization of Macao's higher education. This paper found that although 
Macao’s higher education enjoys high level of internationalization of students and 
teaching staff, the mutual flow of students is relatively unbalanced, and the level of 
teachers is uneven; The internationalization of Macao's higher education is relatively 
simple and the external dependence is strong. The internationalization of curriculum 
has a flourishing situation at the national level and institution level. The backwardness 
of Macao's higher education legal system is not in line with its international practice; 
the overall level of scientific research is not high, which should be further improved. 
In addition, in order to gain a better understanding of the internationalization of 
higher education in Macao, this paper chooses Macao University and Macao 
University of Science and Technology as cases in terms of the micro level, combined 
with interviews and questionnaires, explores the status quo and existing problems of 














teachers and learns the commonality and differences between them.  
In this paper, from the micro level, this study selected the Macao University and 
the Macao University of Science and Technology as a case study, combined with 
design interviews and questionnaires. From the perspective of students, the survey 
found that the teaching language of the University of Macau is mainly English and 
Cantonese, and the teaching language of the Macao University of Science and 
Technology is mainly English and Mandarin. Secondly, the level of 
internationalization of the University of Macau is higher than the Macau University of 
Science and Technology. Thirdly, mainland students are more satisfied with the 
internationalization of institutions than Macao students. From the perspective of 
teachers, the survey found that the internationalization of Macao University is a 
combination of innate superiority and nurture, and Macao University of Science and 
Technology is of congenitally deficiency and efforts; secondly,two institutions attach 
great importance to teachers' research results; thirdly, the international planning of the 
institutions is the implementation of the top-down model. 
Finally, on this basis, the problems and causes found in the study were 
summarized. Some suggestions on the future development of Macao's higher 
education internationalization are put forward. 
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